
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – OCTOBER 2017 
 

The new school year is off to a rousing start!  Freshmen and new students continue to make a smooth transition to North as a direct 

result of the outstanding work done by our Link Crew Leaders during Freshman Orientation.  Link Crew is a high school transition 

program designed to welcome freshmen and make them feel comfortable throughout their first year of high school.  We strongly 

believe that if students have a positive experience during their first year in high school, their chance for success increases 

dramatically.   Approximately 80 sophomores, juniors and seniors volunteered their time last summer to be trained as Link Leaders 

and have committed to connecting with the freshmen in their group on a regular basis throughout the school year.  In addition, 35 

students volunteered to help with the activities fair that day.  Special thanks to Link Crew advisors Mrs. Kruszynski and Mrs. Tuttle 

for their extraordinary dedication to this important effort. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our annual Leadership Camp was held on Sunday September 10 and included 40 student participants this year.  This event 

combines experience in confidence building, teamwork and organizational skill development in a unique environment with 

intentions to bring back and implement these concepts through student government and Extra-curricular community activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North’s Homecoming week is a wonderful tradition that all of us look forward to each year. This year it is scheduled for the week 

October 2 - 7. Our student council officers, under the direction of Mrs. Cindy Wolfe, have planned many fun-filled events to make 

Homecoming 2017 memorable. A brief explanation of each event is outlined below.  

 

On Monday morning, the King/Queen assembly will kick off the homecoming festivities during which nominees for Homecoming 

King and Queen are introduced. At 3:00 pm on Monday, the powderpuff football game will be held on North’s football field. A 

gym activity featuring bubble soccer is scheduled from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm on Tuesday evening. One of the highly anticipated 

activities of the week is the outside dance, bonfire and fireworks display on Thursday evening. The evening features a bonfire 

during which wooden pallets are burned. The fire is lit and attended by members of the Getzville Fire Department whose annual 



participation is sincerely appreciated. The dance is scheduled from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm in the parking lot between North and Casey 

and is chaperoned by North faculty who are assigned to specific locations in the parking lot to help ensure student safety and 

provide appropriate supervision. At about 9:00 pm a terrific fireworks display will bring closure to the evening. Admission to the 

dance is $10 which covers the cost in full of the fireworks. The community is invited to the fireworks and if you plan to attend, we 

ask that you park in the Hopkins Road lot.  

 

On Friday, our fall athletes will be introduced by team during the afternoon’s pep assembly held in the gym. The assembly will 

end with the crowning of the homecoming King and Queen. At 7:00 pm on Friday night at our home field behind Casey 

Middle/North High School, North will play the homecoming football game under the lights against Frontier. The final activity of 

homecoming week is the semiformal dance on Saturday evening. It is scheduled from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm and the cost is $10 per 

person. Please note that we do not require students to remain at the dance for the entire evening and often times, many 

students leave before the conclusion of the dance to go out to dinner, attend parties, etc. Please have a conversation with your child 

prior to the dance so you are aware of their plans for the evening. As far as attire for the evening, jeans are not permitted and boys 

must wear either a tie and/or jacket. Girls wear dresses—both cocktail-length or long dresses are acceptable. Some students hire 

limousines but they are not necessary. Because we would like all North students to have the opportunity to attend the dance and 

because of size limitations for safety, students are not permitted to invite guests from other schools. As students enter the dance, 

they will be asked to show proof that they are a North student with either their student ID or a printed version of their WITS profile 

page. Non-North students will not be permitted to enter the dance under any circumstances.  

 

In the spirit of student safety and wellbeing, we always include warnings and announcements about refraining from the use of 

alcohol and other illegal substances. I encourage you to closely monitor your children as they are preparing to leave for the dance 

and talk with them about making good choices. We interact with students as they enter the dance and will use a Breathalyzer if we 

suspect that a student is under the influence of alcohol. Per our student handbook, in an addition to a five-day suspension from 

school, students found under the influence of or in possession of drugs or alcohol at a school dance will be prohibited from attending 

any and all dances for the remainder of the school year if such violation occurs during the first semester; and the remainder of the 

school year as well as the first semester of the following school year if such violation occurs during the second semester of the 

school year. 

 

Along with freshmen and new students, our new faculty members appear to be right at home at North as well.   To learn more about 

our new teachers, please take a few moments to read their biographies on page 4 of this newsletter. 

 

It is my pleasure to announce that the following students have been named semifinalists in the 63RD annual National Merit 

Scholarship Program, putting them in an elite group of the nation’s best and brightest students. 

 

Mirabel Saakyan 

Sarah Swihart 

 

These academically talented high school seniors have an opportunity to continue in the competition for some 7,500 National Merit 

Scholarships worth more than $33 million that will be offered next spring.  To be considered for a Merit Scholarship award, students 

must fulfill several requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the competition.   About 90 percent of the Semifinalists are 

expected to attain Finalist standing and in February they will be notified of this designation. 

 

Parent conferences will be held on Wednesday, November 15, and Thursday, December 7, from 5 pm – 8 pm.  Please see page 8 

for instructions on how you may sign up for conferences by using your parent portal account or by calling North High School at 

626-8545 from October 16 through October 20 between the hours of 9 am – 2 pm.  Please take advantage of this great opportunity 

to meet your child’s teacher and obtain first-hand information regarding his/her progress in school. 
 

We will also implement a Planned Emergency Early Dismissal Drill on October 6, 2017. On that day students will be released 15 

minutes earlier than their regularly scheduled dismissal time.  Students who normally remain in school for after school activities 

are to remain in school as usual.  Please make any necessary arrangements for your child’s early dismissal on this date.  

 

Our students, teachers, support staff and administrators at North, anticipate a great 2017-18 school year.  Should you have any 

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 626-8505. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Gary Collichio 

Principal 

 


